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PREFACE.

B

It 18 claimed that the Central Provinees
was the first in inaugurating the preparation of
Provineial Gazelteers. 1t was jn 1961 that this
province was formed and its Chiel Commissioner
Sir Richard Temple made it a point to visit all
diatricty within his charge and to enguire minutely
into ull matters eoncermng a digbriet he visited.
It is sald thot a cerfain Deputy Comunissioner
feeling nervous about his ability to auswer ques-
tions ofthand, wrote cuf full notes in conneetion
with hiy distriet, and this suggested a collection
of shinilar information from other distriets;, which
was commenced in J§64 and completed 1n 14967
A. D. It was published in a book-form & attracted
the notine of the Govermment of India with
the result that in 1867 Dr. ( luter on bir Williwm )
Hunter was ordered 1o draw up similar aecounts
for other provinces, Dy the tuue the Supren.e
Governnent’s schems waa matursd, a revised
adition of the C, P, Gazetleer by Sir Charles Graut
wag ready and was finally published in 1470,
which remained an authorivy ©ll the end of the
19 th. contury, o
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Woglish, with the preparation of which he lad
ween associated for & years,

The vernaculuy series is 1o be completed in
15 volumesy, alwost 2ll of which have been taken
n hand by various authors and are in differens
stages of completion. The present autlior has
finished Dawmoh, Jubbulpore and Sangor and a
fourth Disteict Drag hag been published by Mr,
Gokul Prasad, Tneowme Tax Officer Amraoti, The
vadue of this alass of literature is being recornived
whoreby it is hoped the people of this conntey will
begin to know more sbout themselves than whatl
they do of the Rusgsians or the Japanese.

It may be noted hore 1hat the present ruries
is not merely u trapslution of the HEnglish Gaze-
tteers which were written about 2 decades agy wnd
have thus partially gone out of date. lu fuct it
differs widely in its urrangement though menlelled
on the same plan, snd has been wade, a3 a yreeat
scholar of Indian and Buropeau fume remarks ¢ a
real vernacular production by putling intimate ex-
pressions and verses making it a delightful reading”
¢ The scientific frestment of facts? he adds © will
frain onr young nien in the method of European
handling of matters.” In the present volume etforw.
Irave been made to sustain thab spirit, In faut s
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PREFACE.

[T ———

Tt 18 claimed that the Central Provinces
was the first in inaugurating the preparation of
Provincial Gazetteers, It was in 1961 that this
province was formed and its Chief Commissioner
8ir Richard Temple made it a point to visit all
histriets within his charge and to enquire minutely
into all maiters concerning a district he visited.
It is said that a certain Deputy Comnissioner
feeling nervous about his ability to answer ques-
tions offhand, wrote out full notes in connection
with hig district, and this suggested a collcction
of similar information from other districts, wlich
wag commenced in 1864 and completed in 1467
A.. D. It was published in a book-lorn & attracted
the notice of the Government of India with
the result that in 1867 Dr. ( later on Siv William )
Hunter was ordered to draw up similar accounts
for other provinces. Dy the time the Suprewe
Government’s scheme was maturel, a revised
sdition of the C. P, Gazetteer by Six Charles Grant
was ready and was finally published 1 1870,
which remained an authority till the end of thoe
19 th. century, .

w
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It is trie, Gazotleers weve not unknown te

India. Thoraton Lad prepared one in 4 volumes,
widder the orders of the Kass India Company,
between the years 1544 and 1834, but the quick
sueression of changes whieh followed ity prepa-
rution rendered it so obsulete that 1t was alipost
foryotten. For the matler of that a mpmsterly
Ginzetteer { Aln-o-Akbarl) was prepared by Abul
¥azl move than 300 vears ago, hut it did not of
itself inspive acilon iu that direclion duving the
British rule. Thas this provinee may well have the
eredit of sowing the se -1, ab any rate of provineis!
frazctteers, leading to tnperial ones, o which the
firet was eompleted by Sir William Hunter in 1581t
 a vevizsed edition whereof appeared in 1885 ).
AG the baginning of the 20th ceuntury a revision
was decided on, along with which separate Gaze-
tteers fevr euch distriet in this province were alen
propared for the fimt time. No atlempl was ever
utude bo weite such books n vernaculay and this
provinee may again clainme the eredit of slsrting a
vernacular series, which at any rato iu oue tnsd
g hean {ullowed outside its Huiits { viz, in Ke.
wah). The cue was taken from the present author’s
varnacular knowing friends, who desived to know
tho contents of the Disbrict Gazetloers, wiitten in
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Y nghsh  with the prer uation of which he lhad
een agsociated for & gears.

The vernacular series is to be completed in
25 volumes, abuost all of which have been tuken
‘e hand by varicuns anthors and are in diffevent
stages of completion, The present author has
finished Damoh, Jubbulpore and Saugor and a
fourth Distriet Drug has been published by My,
Gokul Prasad, Income Tax Qfficer Awmractl, The
atue of this class of Hiterature Is being vecognived
whereby 1t is hoped the people of this conntry will
beyin to know more about therselves than what
they do of the Kussians ar the Japanese,

It may be noted here that the present reries
is not mervely a translation of the English Gaze-
tteers which were written about 2 decades aro and
bave thus partially gone out of date. Iun fact it
differs widely in ils arrangement though modelied
vn {lie same plan, and bas been made, @s a great
scholar of Indian and European fanie remarks * a
real vernacular production by putting intinmste ox-
pressions and verses making it a delightful reading.”
“ The selentific treatment of facts? he adds ¢ will
train our young men in the method of Kuropean
handling of matters.” In ithe present voluuwe etforiw
have been made to sustain thab spirvit, In face s
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greater quantity of verse has heen introduced thi
time than before in view of the pavtiality of the
Saugor Distrirt to poetry and in deference to the
wishes of numerous poets, some of whom nrged
on the authov to add a history of its hivrature,
This of course could not be done ina work tike
this. However a brief notice has been iuserted,

The author takes this opportunity of thank-
ing bis frionds, for freely supplying him with
information espacially in regard to changes which
have taken plave since be lolt the District about
27 voard ago, Ilis special acknowledgements ave
due to Pandit Gaurl sShankar Agnihotri, Extrs
Assistant Commissioner, Saugor, who furnished
him with information ou a variety of topies and to
Mr, J. AL Page and Pandit Hirananda Shastri,
M. A, M. 0. L., Superintendents of Archacology,
Central Cirele, Patna and Southern Circle, Madran
respectively and Mr. Bhagwandas, B.7A., LL. B.
of Saugor, for supplying him wilh photographs
which have heen reproduced in this book.

NARSINGHPUR, I, L,
15 ~ 7 = 1922,

*
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